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Dear Readers,

The new issue of the “European Review of Regional Logistics” is again packed with scientific news and
project descriptions from the world of logistics and their interdependency with the regions of Europe.
The members of the European Network of Regional Logistic Competence Centers “Open ENLoCC”
and other organizations have contributed with their latest research results.

A main topic is data handling along the logistics chain and for autonomous driving as well as for urban
deliveries. Several articles relate to these aspects, which are complex but crucial. In addition, the
current issue of the “Review” reflects a recent thematic shift.

Apparently, a new important regional topic is the use of hydrogen for transport, with fuel cell
technology. This technology, previously mainly tested in experimental vehicles close to academic
research, is about to establish itself parallel to the battery technology. While use is still limited, it is just
now arriving in the regions. Besides driving, there may even be a hydrogen future in aviation. In any
case, the specific point is the necessary and very specific infrastructure. Let’s not forget: Logistics
needs transport, and transport needs infrastructure. Both of this has intense regional implications.

In 2021, some conferences could be held including personal meetings were held in person, but they
also used hybrid formats. We can report some such important meetings and conferences.

You may ask why the current pandemic features so little in this issue. That has a rather straightforward
reason: When an unexpected event occurs, things must be handled on the spot. This includes
emergency measures as well as early lessons learned and contingency plans. Our previous issue gave
some examples. But the world of science does not change topics at short notice. Science either
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