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Dear Members and Friends, 

In late 2014, the European Network of Regional Logistics Competence Centers “Open ENLoCC” is 

pleased to send out a new version of its Newsletter. As always, there is plenty of news: 

• NiKRASA and related intermodal technologies. 

• ALICE and the European Forum on Logistic Clusters. 

• Network News from Open ENLoCC partners. 

• Next dates. 

Besides, Open ENLoCC knows the Circles of Brussels. See page 7. 

 

Best regards 

Martin Brandt 

Secretary “Open ENLoCC” 

Open ENLoCC 
Newsletter III / 2014 
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“NiKRASA” 

Combined transport is not just overseas containers, but also overland 

routes. Long distance land transport is mostly done by semi-trailers. 

Craning them onto railway cars has so far been impossible, unless the 

trailers were specially designed. Since few forwarders went for this extra 

weight and complexity, most of the trailers were not available for rail 

transport beyond the very limited offers of the “rolling highway”.  

In past years, many different approaches were made to overcome this 

limitation and to make combined transport available for all forwarders 

and operators: 

- Craneable semi-trailers are held for rent by rail operators’ 

subdivisions, so that new customers have feasible equipment from 

the start. 

- Special flatcars were designed, which in combination with specifically 

adapted terminals do allow rolling the trailers onto trains. Such 

proprietary systems (CargoBeamer and Modalohr) operate on some 

routes. 

- A new approach is to convert a standard semi-trailer into a craneable 

semi-trailer, which appears possible in many cases. 

These approaches work well in their niche. However, they do not 

overcome the general distinction between craneable and non-craneable 

semi-trailers. 

Apparently it is now possible to crane standard semi-trailers onto a 

standard pocket-wagon. The NiKRASA system, developed by 

bayernhafen Gruppe, TX Logistik AG and LKZ Prien GmbH, since this year 

is actually used between Padborg and Verona, Bettembourg and Trieste, 

and between Rotterdam and Oslo. 

The NiKRASA-System is made of two parts: A platform in the terminal, 

and a transport platform. The transport platform fits into the terminal 

platform. The terminal platform allows to adjust the semi-trailer on the 

transport platform. 

The grippers of the reach stacker or portal crane adjust with the 

transport platform and lift it onto the railway car, together with the 

semi-trailer (see title page). The transport platform remains on the 

wagon and is used for unloading. The terminal platform can be moved 

and stored when it is not used in the terminal. 

Another solution, technologically somewhat different, but derived from 

the same basic ideas, has been developed in the past years by Rail Cargo 

Austria. This now is also introduced on first routes.  

Both systems can be introduced in existing intermodal trains and in 

parallel with the loading of craneable trailers. This means that there is no 

need for a full train load to introduce the system – it can grow step by 

step, with very little basic investment on each relation. The forwarders 

need not invest at all. 



 Open ENLoCC 

 Newsletter III / 2014 

 

 

 3  

The result is a variety of means, which are not mutually exclusive. The 

battle for the one and only technology can turn into a battle for the 

different niches of the market. This is likely to see more than one winner, 

and the biggest winner may be intermodal transport as a whole. 

 

Open ENLoCC Activities 

• Intensifying the network cooperation 

This year’s Open ENLoCC General Assembly in Brussels on April 3 has set 

up work groups to intensify the cooperation within the network. The 

groups have met on October 13 in conjunction with the European Forum 

of Logistic Clusters. Results are:  

- A strategy for the growth of the Open ENLoCC network. It was decid-

ed to continue the path of moderate growth and to search systemat-

ically for potential network members in European regions where 

Open ENLoCC is not yet represented. 

- A number of future partner services were defined. This includes pub-

lic presentations of the network and its members. Further events will 

highlight member competences in public. 

- There now is an institutional exchange among members, regarding 

the projects for which they are working.  

All this makes member competences and member knowledge more visi-

ble both for the public and for the network members. Mutual access to 

member knowledge is made easier and increases the value of member-

ship. 

 

• ALICE cooperation  

ALICE is the European Technology Platform for logistics, set up to devel-

op a comprehensive strategy for research, innovation and market de-

ployment of logistics and supply chain management innovation in Eu-

rope. It will focus on industry and research. Open ENLoCC took an insti-

tutional part in the “mirror group” meeting of ALICE, in Brussels on Oc-

tober 13 and 14.  

Several Open ENLoCC members are engaged in the various work groups 

of ALICE. Open ENLoCC members ILiM, the Institute of Logistics and 

Warehousing in Poznań, Logistics in Wallonia and the Development 

Agency of Carinthia are also institutionally engaged in the strategic work 

of ALICE as well as in the preparation of the Brussels meeting. 
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Network News 

• European Forum on Logistic Clusters 

On October 14/15, the first European Forum on Logistic Clusters was 

held in Brussels. More than 200 people from cluster organizations all 

over Europe were present. Focus was on 6 major topics, identified as 

common subjects for consideration in future Logistics: 

- Supply chain network coordination and collaboration: success fac-

tors in the future. 

- Designing smart cities thanks to urban logistics: dream or reality? 

- E-commerce explosion: how to tackle the consequences of virtual 

logistics? 

- Green investments in supply chains: the inevitable choice towards 

competitiveness and resilience. 

- Change of mode, change of mind set: how to give more chances to 

multimodality? 

- Changing & challenging the logistic sector: requirements & perspec-

tives for (executive) education. 

This major event was arranged jointly by LOG4GREEN, SoCool@EU and 

LOG2020 projects as well as the ALICE platform, including Open ENLoCC 

members Logistics in Wallonia, IliM Institute of Logistics and Warehous-

ing (Poznan), HOLM House of Logistics and Mobility (Frankfurt), and 

Entwicklungsagentur Kärnten (Klagenfurt), with many more Open EN-

LoCC members present. Open ENLoCC was also represented in the poster 

exhibition. 

 

• ECOLOGISTICS in Brussels 

On 14th of October 2014 the Interreg project ECOLOGISTICS held a con-

ference about traceability approaches and solutions in Brussels. The con-

ference was organized in parallel to one session of the European Forum 

of Logistics Clusters and just after the second meeting of the ALICE ENT 

Mirror Group. Thus the conference presented an attractive alternative 

for the cluster, company and public authorities representatives present 

for those four days in Brussels.  

In accordance with the overall objective of the project, the study and pi-

lot application of smart ITC solutions for optimized freight logistics, the 

presentations of the conference presented different perspectives of 

added value through ITC, standards and traceability tools. GS1 was there 

to give a useful inside in the standards that the group managed and 

communicates. Several European companies (Astre Commercial, KLG, 

Etilux, Aucxis RFID Solutions) gave practical examples of how such tech-

nologies helped optimize logistics processes in such diverse fields as pal-

let logistics, a fresh fish auction, etc. The research side was not neglected 

as several academics gave short presentation of research and innovation 
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works. The public was interested in the proposed solutions and asked 

quite a lot of questions, the discussions then going on during a little tea 

and coffee reception after the end of the conference.   

Open ENLoCC members i-Trans of Dunkerque and Logistics in Wallonia of 

Liege take part in the ECOLOGISTICS project. 

 

• Laboratory on Contract Logistics 

Open ENLoCC member institute on Transport and Logistics (ITL) in Bolo-

gna has set up a regional Laboratory on contract logistics in Emilia-

Romagna within the CO-EFFICIENT EU funded MED Programme (ERDF). 

LOG.OUT.LAB is developed with the aim of increasing logistics compe-

tences, exchange practices and experiences in Emilia-Romagna with a fo-

cus on logistics for the main productive sectors of the region.  

The first year of activities has focused on the mechanical – machinery in-

dustry. An original quantitative and qualitative research on the industry’s 

logistics features was developed with the direct involvement of key 

manufacturing companies and the results were presented in Bologna in a 

national conference on the 1st of October 2014. Materials on LOG-OUT-

Lab at www.logoutlab.it (in Italian). 

 

• Final conferences of the RAILHUC and RAIL4SEE projects  

On the 15th October 2014 the final conferences of the RAILHUC and 

RAIL4SEE projects was organized by Open ENLoCC member ITL in Bolo-

gna in cooperation with Emilia-Romagna Region and Bologna Province. 

The event was attended by 163 international experts, who discussed and 

presented the researches, applications and strategies developed for rail 

passenger transport in the two projects. The event was attended by cit-

ies, regions and rail operators of Central and South East Europe. Partici-

pants also had the possibility of sites visits and the Bologna and Reggio 

Emilia high speed rail stations. 

 

• airLED final conference (airports economic and transport develop-

ment) 

The results of the project were presented by partners and external ex-

perts on the field of the Transport and Logistics, Spatial development, 

and Business and investment development, the three pillars of the pro-

ject. A draft of each site implementation plan to be performed in each 

region (in Italy, Slovenia, Poland and Hungary) was presented to the in-

ternational audience which appreciated the activities carried out in the 

project as some of the results can be used as input for new projects and 

initiatives in Europe. Hotel MERCURE Warsaw Center - Warsaw (Poland, 

November 5th 2014). Project participation of Open ENLoCC member ITL. 

Info and presentations at: http://airled.eu/ 

Marconi Airport Bologna: Celebrating 

the Lamborghini Jubilee 
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Partner Search 

• Joint participation at transport logistic fair, May 2015 

For interested parties, the Logistics Network Baden-Württemberg 

(LogBW) offers participation in a joint booth at the transport logistic fair 

in Munich, May 5 to 8, 2015. In 2013, 13 partners have used the booth as 

a base for their activities on the fair. While most partners will again be 

from the German state of Baden-Württemberg, they are interested in a 

wider mix of institutions. Each partner will have a small stand and can 

use the bar as well as the meeting space. Furthermore, the joint staff will 

handle requests from visitors, allowing the partners to set priorities in 

their own agenda. It was found in 2013 that the booth was bristling with 

life throughout the fair. 

LogBW is a project of Open ENLoCC member KLOK Kooperationszentrum 

Logistik e.V., together with its partners throughout Baden-Württemberg. 

 

Open ENLoCC knows the circles of Brussels 

Brussels – a city where we all move about regularly, between our busi-

ness contacts and our hotels, which are scattered across the city. The 

public transport maps either show just the underground lines or show 

public transport embedded in a geographical map, where a multitude of 

fine lines meander across the plan, together with lots of other infor-

mation. These maps lack any overview of general direction or frequency. 

With a more practical map, the editor at several past occasions would 

not have needed to excuse his delay, and more often would not have 

needed a taxi. This is why we produce a map on the following page that 

shows all underground and streetcar lines of Brussels (but not the bus 

lines) in a very clear pattern. By just using circles and radial lines, the 

map gives a rather clear image of the network.  

Of course, this degree of abstraction results in some geographical distor-

tion, but there still is quite some resemblance to the topography of Brus-

sels. Max Roberts, lecturer of Psychology at the University of Essex, does 

such maps for a number of cities, to demonstrate the usefulness of his 

design principles in practice. Next time you come to Brussels, just find 

out yourself whether it is helpful for you to know its circles! 
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This is a low-resolution reprint of a map from the portal 

www.tubemapcentral.com, where high-resolution copies can be ob-

tained. It is reproduced in this newsletter with permission of the author, 

Max Roberts. 
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Next Dates:  
November 2014 

AlpEnMAT, Alpine Energy Meetings on Advanced Technology.  

Public event: Innovation-to-market for SMEs, Jam Bite to promote terri-

torial skills. The focus of the event will be a project presentation, mainly 

addressed to decision makers and aiming to show them how AlpEnMAT 

and its Jam Bite system support SMEs in the fields of energy and mobility 

to make them use it and promote it further. Subjects involved are, be-

sides decision makers, multipliers, industries, association, and SMEs. Or-

ganized by project partner ALOT, Open ENLoCC member. 

Brussels, November 14.  

ROSEE, Road Safety in South East European regions.  

Final International Event and International Conference “Infrastructures 

and Behaviours to Enhance Road Safety”. The focus will be on Road Safe-

ty, divided in Behaviour and Infrastructures topics. Organized by project 

lead partner ALOT, Open ENLoCC member. 

Brescia, November 21, 2014, in Italian (simultaneous English translation).  

logitrans International Transport Logistics Exhibition 

For the first time, the logitrans trade fair will open in Istanbul, targeting 

at the Turkish market. 

Open ENLoCC members KLOK Kooperationszentrum Logistik e.V. 

(through LogBW, the Baden-Württemberg logistics network) and Logisti-

kcluster Schwaben (LCS) will participate in a joint booth. 

Istanbul, November 19 – 21. 

Code 24, 2nd International Corridor Conference. 

One Corridor – One Strategy: A Transnational Development Perspective 

for the Corridor Rotterdam-Genoa. 

Mannheim, November 20  

GreCOR final conference (Green Corridor in the North Sea Region) 

Important in this collaborative approach, is the focus on secondary net-

works and the hubs, and the regional hinterland around the Green 

transport corridor Oslo-Randstad from a co-modal perspective. 

(www.grecor.eu) 

Göteborg, Lindholmen Science Park, November 26. 

Polis Annual Conference 

The Conference is a major platform for cities, metropolitan areas and re-

gions to exchange on their transport challenges. 

Madrid, November 27/28. 

 

December 2014 

European Electric Vehicle Congress 

Battery, Hybrid and Fuel Cell Vehicles are ready: Challenges, Opportuni-

ties and Outlook. A conference aimed at developing Synergies! Project 

participation of Open ENLoCC partner MOBI (Vrije Universiteit Brussel). 

Brussels, December 2-5. 
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AlpEnMAT, Alpine Energy Meetings on Advanced Technology.  

The future of Mobility: new engines for a new industry. The focus will be 

on the new era in automotive supply chain in relation to new technolo-

gies and the presence on the market of new types of engines: the electric 

motor, the hydrogen engine plus the alternative propulsions. Organized 

by project partner ALOT, Open ENLoCC member.  

Strasbourg, December 3. 

BESTFACT Workshop 

Sustainable and efficient supply strategies and practices for food and 

consumer goods. 

Milano, December 4. 

Air Transport Colloquium 

The European Aviation Business in 2014 and Beyond: How to turn Chal-

lenges into Opportunities? By University of Antwerp. 

Antwerpen, December 4. 

InTraDE project final workshop 

Discover an integrated concept of a technological innovation allowing 

the regional ports improving optimally their logistic operations, with re-

spect to the environment and the safety, during the transport in con-

fined spaces across the North West Europe Region. Project participation 

of Open ENLoCC member CRITT TL. 

Lille, December 4/5. 

RAILHUC RAIL4SEE event (rail passengers transport).  

Co-organization by Open ENLoCC member ITL, with Emilia-Romagna Re-

gion and Bologna Province, in Brussels at Emilia-Romagna Region prem-

ises. Info at: mmobrici@regione.emilia-romagna.it 

Brussels, December 4. 

“Advances in energy storage for mobile and stationary applications”  

& Official opening of the Battery Innovation Centre 

A series of workshops, dedicated to the state of the art in the field of en-

ergy storage for mobile and stationary applications. Organized by Open 

ENLoCC partner MOBI (Vrije Universiteit Brussel). 

Brussels, December 8. 

Last Mile Logistics Conference 

The conference will both present planning perspectives and applied al-

ternative propulsion technologies. Organized by Frankfurt Chamber of 

Commerce and Open ENLoCC member HOLM. 

Frankfurt, December 9 (German language). 

SusFreight Final Conference 

SusFreight (Sustainable Freight Transport – Now and Tomorrow)aims at 

addressing the environmental problems related to transports through 

the natural bottleneck represented by the economically dynamic regions 

composing the Alpine Space. SusFreight capitalizes the experience of all 

“Alpine Space” projekts of the European Union. Participation of Open 

ENLoCC members EAK, KLOK and WRS. 

Brussels, December 9/10. 
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January 2015 

International MCDA Workshop on PROMETHEE 

The ULB in collaboration with the VUB is pleased and proud to welcome 

you in Brussels for the second international workshop on Multi Criteria 

Decision Aid (MCDA) with focus on PROMETHEE: Research and Case 

Studies. Participation of Open ENLoCC partner MOBI (Vrije Universiteit 

Brussel). 

Brussels, January 23. 

 

February 2015 

LogiMAT intralogistics fair 

The LogiMAT fair in Stuttgart has in the past years developed into a lead-

ing European marketplace for trade talks. 

Open ENLoCC partner KLOK will be represented by a booth of the state-

wide logistics network LogBW, which it runs together with its partners. 

Stuttgart New Trade Fair Centre, February 10-12. 

Weastflows project final conference 

Delivering logistics: better, smarter and more sustainably. The 

Weastflows (West and East flows) project has explored ways of improv-

ing freight logistics operations to help address the growing issues of traf-

fic congestion, bottlenecks and available capacity across in North West 

Europe. The Weastflows consortium is led by Open ENLoCC partner 

CRITT TL. 

Brussels, February 12. 

Nordhessisches Kooperationsforum 

This forum for business contacts has in the past been devoted exclusively 

devoted to mobility and is now open to a wider range of business. Open 

ENLoCC partner MoWiN.net is co-organizer of the forum. 

Kassel, February 12. 

 

March 2015 

6
th

 Arctic Shipping Summit 

Developments in Arctic Shipping Operations & Infrastructure 

Montreal, March 18/19. 

 

April 2015 

Open ENLoCC General Assembly.  

Presentation of topics and ideas. Participation of the Open ENLoCC 

members and of all interested parties. 

Maribor University, April. 
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Food for Thought 

"Logistics - is it a social science?  

And if so, why?" 

 

The Open ENLoCC newsletter and the Open ENLoCC website depend on your contributions.  

Just send your own newsletters, project news and conference invitations to the Secretariat.  

The next Open ENLoCC newsletter is scheduled for February/March 2015. 

Photos: NiKRASA/title LKZ Prien GmbH; Open ENLoCC member institutions. 

 

Open ENLoCC is the European Network of Logistics Competence Centres, www.openenlocc.net.  

This newsletter is issued by: 

KLOK Kooperationszentrum Logistik e.V., Stammheimer Straße 10, D-70806 Kornwestheim 

+49 7154 96500 50, info@klok-ev.de.  

KLOK serves as the Secretariat of the network. 

Open ENLoCC is listed in the EU Transparency Register under ID 138828413651-57. 

 


